Go Folkestone News 29th July 2025
Officers advise that the bus station is not now closing until September, probably 18th due to delays in getting road surfacing materials. We assume this might not be last slippage, but the Council and Jacksons have been open and informative. 
Go Folkestone’s turning of the Earl of Radnor’s viewing balcony in front of Clifton Crescent into a guide to the lighthouses and other landmarks visible from The Leas 
(on a clear day or night!) will be completed in early August. We are grateful to FHDC, Dan Beedle and the Folkestone Estate for their help. A guidebook is being prepared with many other paintings and acknowledgements. 
Openings and Closings 
The Church Street florist, Stem by Stem, which we mentioned in the July Go Folkestone magazine as “soon” moving over the road to the former Folkestone Wine Company did so even more quickly than expected. This was because they were given notice due to a sale of the whole property. This is disappointing news as the building had been a florist for decades. But we understand that the premises is due to be renovated by a London based restaurant company!    
Sadly, Dr Legumes, the excellent vegetarian restaurant in Rendezvous Street has just closed. Lee and Jim, the duo behind the popular restaurant were under the same economic pressure as many in 2025. Lee decided to pull the plug at the end of the lease and play it by ear for now, probably with pop-ups and stalls, ultimately returning with a perhaps more commercial approach. The landlord, Hamish Pound of the Anthony Pound company, was not the problem here. 
This is the loss of an award-winning vegetarian outlet, but we believe that there is a new veggie opening in Tontine Street, and Yoke in Guildhall Street is a good café, which may be strengthened by the closure of Dr Legumes.  
Buildings 
The builder, William Marcus Brown, has recently bought the former Rhodesia Hotel in Clifton Crescent, and intends to convert it to 5 superior flats. Clifton Crescent is becoming a premium location once more. Planning permission is necessary, and so is considerable repair as the roof and upper floors have been both set fire to and soaked by torrential rain.  Given all this the conversion is likely to take at least a year. 45 Augusta Gardens was Brown’s previous successful project in this area. He is still finishing the 30 or so flats over Bon Marche at the bottom of Sandgate Road but is nearly there.  
The current District Council has been commendably active in pursuing building neglect. We have reported in the magazine on the success of making the owner-developers repair the formerly derelict White Lion in Cheriton High Street /Chilham Road; the actual conversion of the building into flats and houses has however NOT been finalised. We have reported on the enforced tidying up of the former NCP car park next to Middelburg House. 
The former Store 21 shop in Bouverie Place is widely known as being another enforced repair of a neglected building. This actually belongs to ASDA. One source has stated that Store 21 was a building they bought to redevelop but did not because they became the key tenant of the Bouverie Place 2007 shopping centre. Presumably, they have struggled to know what to do with Store 21. But it is an attractive Edwardian building that they should have looked after better. 
Some local politicians have suggested that it might become a community building, but Grace Hill library has to take priority. Incidentally, Reform sources have confirmed that they are favouring Creative Folkestone in renovating Grace Hill as a library, gallery and community building. But whether money is available is anyone’s guess. KCC is selling many buildings, including the County art collection, and pursuing other desperate measures. 
Sports’ Centre 
Local councillor and Go Folkestone member, Belinda Walker, has kindly advised us that she has visited the former FSC and that it is in poor but salvageable condition. We expect the new owner, the Sports’ Trust, will proceed with modernising the swimming pools quickly, whilst designing what additional uses should be provided. This decision will be influenced by cost, and by the fact that the Trust also runs F51 skate park building, which has a boxing facility, and the large Three Hills Centre, which has many facilities but nothing in wet sports.  
If anyone wants to write a piece for the next issue of the magazine on how they would like to see that all work out, they would be very welcome.
Cheriton Road Cycle Scheme 
The District Council has listened to the many complaints about the Active Travel scheme. It has a modification or two proposed. The four or so parking spaces opposite Harvey Grammar School are to be re-absorbed into being ordinary traffic lanes. The next few will be one hour and not two-hour, primarily for school or cemetery visits perhaps. Go Folkestone encourages its members and others to support pocketing these useful concessions whilst making whatever representations they see fit.

· Is Morrison’s Bus Shelter a safe arrangement? 
· Shouldn’t bus shelters, especially immediately outside Morrisons have litter bins? 
· Is the pedestrian crossing near the railway station going to be safe? 
· Is the tarmac surrounding the mature street trees likely to kill them? 
Go Folkestone remains anxious to recruit more volunteers for the Green Gang and Electrical Recycling volunteers. One of the easiest ways to volunteer is to introduce yourself on Saturdays 10-2 at our stall outside Boots. 
Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
This is currently a good security measure in Folkestone Centre, stretching as far as Christ Church, and for Cheriton Shops. It also covers the Coastal Park and beach huts. It is run by a consortium of councils under Swale DC and locally funded by the small but solvent Folkestone Town Council, because the District Council gave them a dowry to take it over a few years ago. But because the District Council is not renewing the cameras in the park and Promenade, the Town Council has proposed moving those cameras to the Folkestone and Cheriton centres!!! Go Folkestone has supported CCTV in the past and will probably support FTC in pressurising the district. We did feature an article by someone who was the victim of indecent exposure on the Promenade in the Spring magazine. Such a crime would be easier without CCTV.
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