Minutes of the Go Folkestone General Meeting 

Burlington Hotel 9 July 2025

Attendees: Tony Quarrington (Chair), Nicky Tolson (Membership Secretary / Minutes), Mick Williamson, Deryn Cutting (Minutes), Philip Carter, David Noble, Jenny Barraclough, Linda Bauer, Patty Key, Elizabeth Halstead, Penny Shepherd, Richard Wallace, Michael Gilham, Alison White, Jan McNeill, Margaret Noble, Jonathan Ryan. 
Apologies: Marie-Helene Hunter, Pam Keeling, Denise Kirtley, Roger Bell, Madeleine and Richard Vivers, Belinda Walker, Ian Gordon, Grenville Hancox, Frank Bond, Jay Richardson, Felicity Trinder, Celeste and Tom Foreman

Minutes of April Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 June were approved.

Welcome and Introductions
Tony Quarrington welcomed everyone to the meeting on another warm evening and invited individuals, especially those who had not attended the last meeting, to provide a brief synopsis of their life, including their work history and connection to Folkestone. Nicky Tolson explained that the emerging database would only be used to identify individuals who might in the future be best placed to contribute to a particular project or write an interesting piece for the magazine.  
Tony also took the opportunity to welcome back the founder and former Chairman of Go Folkestone to his first meeting for several years and David Noble, the most recent Chair. Philip stated towards the end of the evening how pleased and proud he was with the way Go Folkestone was progressing. 
A Vision of Go Folkestone July 2026

With the 25th anniversary of the group approaching and new leadership in position, Tony outlined how he envisioned Go Folkestone developing over the next 12 months. Starting with a reminder of some of its past achievements, he highlighted the following:

· delivering outstanding communications, including the creation of a dynamic, interactive website, an enhanced social media profile, frequent and visible presence in the media and an even better calendar and magazine;
· improving the physical environment, including the expansion of the already impressive recycling capability, active and informed campaigning to preserve the heritage and an increased “Green Gang” activity in respect of trees and litter picking; and
· productive collaboration with other amenity and resident groups, town and district councils, local businesses and schools and colleges.
In order to support these objectives, Tony announced that he was also working on a booklet of between 4 and 8 pages, describing the history of the group over the past 24 years and an outline of its plans. It would contain several photographs depicting its most significant achievements, which might include the electrical waste recycling team, the David Railton blue plaque and “town trail” information boards and the reclaimed Victoria Pier foundation stone amongst others. He planned to give members an opportunity to comment on it, along with a single page summary, by the August meeting.
Action point 1: Tony Quarrington to submit information booklet and flyer to the members by 13 August. 
Tony informed the meeting that sub-committees were being identified to tackle essential business. Non-Committee members with a particular interest in a subject would be welcome to take part. 
Summer 2025 Magazine
Copies of the Summer 2025 magazine, comprising the customary mix of serious features, human interest stories and some artistic content, were available at the meeting and would be sent to members over the coming days. Editor, Richard Wallace encouraged others to come forward with tales of their life and adventures in the town. Tony announced that he would be supporting Richard with the Winter edition, due for publication by the middle of October. 
Electrical Waste Recycling Project
Mick Williamson reported that 550kg of materials had now been sent to SWEEEP in Sittingbourne. Alison requested that another visit should be arranged.
Action point 2: Jonathan Ryan/Mick Williamson to arrange a visit to SWEEEP. 

Amanda Lowman added that over 300 items had been given to Pilgrims Hospice, Cancer Research, British Heart Foundation and the Salvation Army. In addition, small amounts were being supplied to CeX, the electronics retail and repair store. Sunflower House had repaired items where possible. 
Fortunately, there had been no break-ins of the bins over the past couple of months. There was still a critical need for volunteers. The council had been approached for a more permanent pitch for the gazebo than the current one opposite Boots on Sandgate Road. The decision on the team’s application for a Green Grant was imminent. 
Penny Shepherd suggested that old tools could be collected and sent to “Tools with a Mission” to Africa.
Mobilising the Green Gang

Richard stated that he wanted to ramp up Go Folkestone’s commitment to planting and watering trees. This would require volunteers. A list of vulnerable new trees would be a good starting point. Moreover, one of the late Queen’s cherry trees had died and needed replacing. 
It was agreed that this was an important part of Go Folkestone’s brand. As a result, Richard undertook to outline how he saw the Green Gang – and others – might take this forward.
Action point 3: Richard to produce a paper on the future planting and watering of trees.
Jan McNeill reported that many of the poppies would be replaced, with a thousand still to do. The giant poppy was currently in residence at the Battle of Britain memorial at Capel-le-Ferne.  
2026 Calendar

Marie-Helene reported that the proposed redesign of the calendar for next year was progressing well. Important events in the history of the town, for example the date of the opening of the Channel Tunnel and the first woman to swim the English Channel, would be appended to the relevant date. Moreover, the back of the calendar would display interesting architectural features. 
More photographs were always welcome. Kate Noble was exploring costs with Folkestone Printing. 
25th Anniversary 

In Denise Kirtley’s absence, Tony reported that the main event would be held at the Grand on Saturday 25th July 2026 from 2pm until 10pm. The Green Room, dining room and ballroom would all be available, enabling a range of attractions, including buffet, music and readings as well as display boards showing the history of Go Folkestone. The provision of a licence was also being explored. Marie-Helene added that, although it was still a long way ahead and difficult to be precise, a buffet in Keppels would likely be £10 per person, or £15 if canapes were required.
Tony was awaiting a response from the Folkestone Museum curator, Coralie Clover, about booking the education room for dates in the week of 27 July 2026.
Planning updates
Richard reported that William Brown had bought the original Saga hotel, the Rhodesia, which had recently suffered a fire in its roof. Mr Brown’s intention was to convert the building it into 5 good sized flats. 

The Town Council was objecting to the plan to cut down two silver birch trees at 2, Broadfield Road.
Petticoat Lane Emporium had opened as planned on the former Wilko site in Sandgate Road on 27 June. 
Viewpoint Balcony

Richard stated that following further vandalism, there was a need to clean up the balcony before proceeding with drawing the lines and getting the signwriter, but this need not delay things much further. 
Victoria Pier Foundation Stone

Richard had identified the officer at FHDC who had taken over responsibility for both this and the viewpoint balcony projects and was engaging with her. Marie-Helene had approached Legend Signs Ltd of Newingreen requesting an update on the previous quote and an indication as to the delivery time. The information on the pier’s history would be accessed by using a QR code. This was ready, but was too long for the website and she was working on revising it to make it more appropriate. 
Signage around town

Alison White suggested that a more welcoming sign advertising the town should be positioned on the roundabout off the M20 at Junction 13. This might refer to its fishing history or its modern artistic regeneration, status as the World’s First Music Town or even that it has been acclaimed “the best place to visit in the UK” or the “the best place to live in the South East”? It would make Folkestone seem less like a standard industrial town. 

Similarly, there should be better signage welcoming the hordes alighting at Folkestone Central railway station during the summer, most notably during the upcoming Triennial, who congregate on the corner of Cheriton Road while they interrogate Google Maps to establish in which direction the Harbour Arm or Sunny Sands is.  

Seafront development

Tony, who had written an article in the magazine on the subject, stated that, following the decision by the FHDC Planning and Licensing Committee to approve the revised plans of the Folkestone Harbour Company for the final phase of the development (Plots F, G and H), Go Folkestone would continue to promote their good working relationship with the De Haan organisation, whilst still challenging it on issues that the group had been concerned about, including the quality of seawater, parking, ancillary services and the future of the Princess Royal public house. 
Sports Centre
Richard reported that Go Folkestone member, former Mayor and still local councillor, Belinda Walker, had taken part in an inspection of the site. The swimming pool was likely to take priority in the renovation. It was hoped that the golf course would not be converted into housing and that there would be no further ingress onto the Pent Stream. 
Any Other Business

Tony announced that closure of the bus station had been put back until 18 September. 

Tony announced that he had written to the local Member of Parliament, Tony Vaughan, to invite him to a future meeting and was awaiting a response. 
He was also pleased to report that Go Folkestone had been shortlisted for a 2025 Southern Enterprise Award for “its outstanding commitment to enhancing local heritage and community spirit”. The result was expected in October. 
Elizabeth Halstead stated that the “reach the beach” free bus service connecting Folkestone West station and the Harbour was scheduled to return from 19 July, the opening date of the sixth Folkestone Triennial.
Patty Key reminded everyone that the next litter pick would take place on Friday 26th July, starting from the Step Short Arch at 2pm. 
Date and Time of Next meeting
Wednesday 13 August at 7pm at the Burlington Hotel.
