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Folkestone Sports’ Centre:     As indicated in our Spring magazine there is a successful bid to reopen Radnor Park sports’ centre . As we have written, in two magazines now, some residential development around the older Edwardian building is probably part of it. Announcements are allegedly imminent. Our monthly meetings, at 6.45pm , on the second Wednesday in the month at the Burlington Hotel in Earl’s Avenue, will be pleased. Our May meeting is the first in three years to be cancelled ( apologies).

Active Travel Scheme in Cheriton Road: 
                    Go Folkestone has campaigned for improvements here. The conscientious  Green councillor Polly Blakemore ( who has taken some of our points on board , but remains pro-scheme ) has kindly advised us: 

A site visit with members of the Joint Transportation Board took place on Cheriton Road on 27th March and we walked the entire length of the scheme.
The issue of the parking opposite the school was discussed in some detail and the KCC Project Manager to is looking at options including the possibility of introducing time limited parking or indeed the introduction of a filter lane and reduction of the parking bay length. This would have the added advantage of accommodating cyclists rejoining the main carriageway. Discussions are also to be had with Stagecoach regarding the scope to change the location of the 15 min stand time for the 973 bus which creates such problems on school days at 3.30pm.
The Morrison's bus stop is, as you say, an approved Active Travel England model. However, KCC will be liaising with Morrisons to investigate improving the crossing arrangements over their access road which are currently rather muddled and unclear.
We also requested improved signage both at each end of the scheme and to clearly indicate the segregated pedestrian / cyclist sections.
Planning and Trees: 

                    The 6 flat three storey block proposed behind the former Adult Education building  Earlscliffe in Shorncliffe Road will be approved. Some tweaks were obtained, such as fewer windows overlooking neighbours, and full awareness of the fine, protected beech and sycamore trees nearby. If you see careless building practices near trees, including possibly Earlscliffe , please contact David Sephton at FHDC and copy  Richard.wallace.ba.mrics@gmail.com for Go Folkestone . DS will do his best so don’t bug him. 
                   Roger Joyce of Shepway Heart can’t be bettered in his comment below on the next news ,on the former Sir John Moore Library in North Road . This 1915 building by Sir P Aston Webb is likely to become a house, but we must safeguard the window glass and perhaps find a better home for the statue of Sir John Moore. It was going to be discussed on Tuesday but has been POSTPONED at the instigation of Cllr Jackie Meade , for more information . THE STATUE SHOULD GO TO THE MILITARY AT SHORNCLIFFE IF THEY HAVE ANY SENSE OF THEIR OWN HISTORY .   

	‘Finally, we discussed the threat to the Sir John Moore Memorial Hall and Library at Shorncliffe. The site has been sold at auction by Taylor Wimpey, and despite a last minute attempt by the Shorncliffe Trust  to acquire the Heritage Asset, it has been sold to a private individual. There are current Planning and Listed Building applications to convert the Heritage asset to a private 4-bed dwelling (24/1543/FH and 24/1583/FH), which, if approved would effectively deny (automatic) public access to the Hall and to the Listed Statue of Sir John Moore that is is sited in the memorial garden to the south... along with many people, we have lodged a strenuous objection to this, as a) the outline consent for the Garrison development included only public or community uses for the 'retained Heritage Assets' and b) the 'Harm' to the Heritage Asset cannot be weighed against any 'public benefit' ’
Libraries and Elections : 

                       The County Council elections are on Thursday , but it already seems likely from postal vote reports and deflated politicians that Reform are the party to beat. Different constituencies have politicians from completely different parties, even Conservatives and Greens, that seem to have the tactical anti-Reform vote lining up behind them. For example despite the Lib Dem vote being badly squeezed everywhere else according to canvassers, one LD, Tim Prater in Cheriton, Sandgate and West Hythe is gaining a tactical vote there . Whereas Labour seem to be challenging (!?!) the Reform candidate in Folkestone East. 
                                  This election has implications for the Grace Hill Library scheme where Go Folkestone back a reopening and a community bid backed up by Creative Folkestone. Little progress is being made in discussions at present, and little money is definitely on the table, but supporters will update for the next magazine  . The KCC professionals that I have talked to , still lean toward a temporary move to somewhere in Sandgate Road such as the former Woolworths. Go Folkestone however feel that the Grace Hill building must be saved for its best purpose . All parties support a library service in Folkestone proper, and all think the current stopgap at 5 Grace Hill is unsatisfactory; but it is a building owned by KCC . 

Eyesores and Magazine Contributions : 

                                     The magazine is due on 1st July but that only gives about 7 weeks for new contributors. Please put in your articles and creative writing. If you wish to discuss subjects phone 01303 277567. The simplest contribution , to info@gofolkestone.org.uk  is a photograph of an eyesore building, a dead tree that needs renewal etc. 

Re new eyesores does anyone else think the planners should have forced the builders to put a pale render onto the new brick infill at 52-54 Guildhall Street ?  

Re the town centre improvement works , we hear Guildhall Street shops are being badly affected by the diversions . Please send your cri de coeur to info@gofolkestone.org.uk and we will publish it .


	


	

	


	


	


Green Grants and Volunteering : 
           There are grants available for green activities because of the policies of the current Folkestone and Hythe District Council and we are putting in, primarily through the efforts of Jonathan Ryan , for some improvements to the Go Folkestone recycling stall. These include having a PAT tester, and developing the capability to give some bins to Central Folkestone shops and offices which might generate electrical waste which could be collected on Saturdays. 

             We will probably also try to put in an application for more tree and hedge planting by co-operating with Folkestone Town Council and others. If members want to volunteer to help plant or more importantly WATER the new trees  contact us .  
  Please see the advert for volunteers for our recycling activities every Saturday lunchtime. We need help. 
AND on the last Friday in the month we meet for litter picking at the top of the Road of Remembrance, fully insured and supplied by Gary and the FHDC team. IT HAPPENS TOMORROW FRIDAY 28TH MARCH AT 2PM NEAR THE LEAS ARCH, for about 90 minutes. Come along and meet by the van . You can radiate out in whichever direction you decide . For example , if you are also a member of the Bayle Residents’ Association , take your pickers and bag there . 

Don’t forget that Jenny Carter is running a team of volunteers in The Turner School on two mornings per week , 9-9.30am , to read with children who need help . In 15 months they have raised some reading ages by 9 years. You may contact via the school or info@gofolkestone.org.uk .
News : 

Many will have just seen today that the former Hamlet Hotel in Shakespeare Terrace has planning permission for becoming a Rainbow hostel or HMO for 17 homeless people. Shakespeare Terrace is the street of mainly tall Victorian terraces between The Leas and Sandgate Road , where the cycle shop is on the corner . The Hamlet generally was a rough hotel, except for a brief period of fashion as a Greek restaurant on the ground floor . Rainbow probably  need the hostel , but I assume members might want us to say keep the hostels off the actual Leas ?? 
Our next meeting is 6.45pm at The Burlington Hotel in Earls Avenue, on Wednesday 9th April, having moved from the much appreciated Wards to the very comfortable new venue . We believe there is a serious post implementation review of the Active Travel scheme between Harvey GS and Folkestone Central . Early suggestions from our members include eliminating the short parking bay between Harvey traffic lights and the main traffic lights because it cramps the junction too much . DISCUSS!! It wasn’t my suggestion incidentally, even though I live very near there .  
We hope you got the latest Go Folkestone magazine, preferably as a member, getting it first and direct for £15 per annum. 
Some things have changed already. The scheme for the former White Lion in Cheriton High Street got voted down in Planning. But it was only on details ; something will be agreed . Isn’t it great to see a proper roof on the place, due to the effective pressure of current local councillors, the GF magazine complaints etc . There are positive rumours around The Princess Royal , and indeed around an occupier for Folca. But nothing financially concrete on The Grace Hill Library, although Creative Folkestone is mooted to take over . Nothing conclusive on the Folkestone Sports’ Centre; but the latter is a very good bet because everyone supports it coming back .
 On the Leas Pavilion things seem less good . One of our committee got our February information that work would start again in May from the Friends of the Leas Pavilion , which always seems to be optimistic . But now it is perhaps for sale. The fact that the lift towers are there should make it more saleable if they sell reasonably fast. It remains a good looking scheme, but if it doesn’t stack up , they may well try to create more flats from the elegantly proposed common areas, which would be very sad.  
The latest on the impending reorganisation of Kent sticks less rigidly with the national guidelines of ‘ self-governing’ unitary authorities of around 500,000 people than before . For years, while this was all being discussed in the corridors of power ,or of bureaucracy, Ashford was being merged in with Folkestone and East Kent . But now it , including Tenterden etc is likely to join Maidstone in a Central Kent lump . Medway i.e Rochester , Chatham and Gillingham doesn’t stay as it is ; it only has 270k people and hasn’t increased as much as some of Kent  . Instead there will probably be a North Kent, not completely London -dominated local authority , of Dartford plus  Gravesham/Gravesend plus Medway . West Kent should probably be a unitary authority of rather fewer than the recommended 500k . Some of the implications of this is a little worrying i.e. maybe they will all be comfortably reaching the guideline population of 500,000 people each when all the housebuilding is finished !!!!!  But a unitary  local authority combining , by say 2028 , Folkestone and Hythe , Dover and Deal , Thanet ( Ramsgate , Broadstairs and Margate), Swale ( Sittingbourne and Faversham)  and Canterbury ( including Herne Bay and Whitstable) would be logical at least . 
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