Folkestone – A Brighter Future.

The Presentation of the traffic flow road layout.

This FHDC Presentation was meant to take place in November 2024. FHDC decided to hold it on Fri.4th and Sat. 5th April 2025, with the works starting on Mon.7th April 2025. Obviously ticking a box to prove they’d shown the public these final details; albeit at the eleventh hour, but without sending out the flyer to everyone in the district. We will all be impacted by this traffic scheme. I attended the final hour and a half at the Folkestone Town hall on Sat. 5th April. Their information boards were the usual derisory small size, with indistinguishable details, hung on stands. Even street scene pictures of the computer model don’t have names, nor compass headings. I have attended all three Consultations yet it took a while to work it out. 
The pedestrianised continuation of Guildhall Street, over to the Catholic Church, is a wide road-width bridge, supported by girders over the gap. Losing a major road is a high price to pay to link up this area. It should be a proper high bridge, over Foresters Way, to keep this road. In this latest iteration, Foresters Way is not a manicured lawn. Now it is a park (!) with most of the mature trees, though these plans have lost one mature tree, and has straggly grass and plants. It will become a rubbish tip. Installing rainwater gardens in the Precinct, which are actually ground-level plants and grass. All will become dogs’ toilets, so the Precinct will become ugly and strewn with dog mess.  The raised flowerbeds we have, are more attractive and store rainwater. 
All traffic, apart from buses, have to go left down Shellons Street, (the bus lane now changed to a main road) drive round the roundabout, and back up the south side of Shellons Street. The Council/Brighter Future crew, are stating that Shellons Street is part of the ring road. This is not. A ring road keeps traffic moving in the direction they want to travel: this scheme is the exact opposite. It will create chaos, and clashing tempers. Traffic for Cheriton Gardens to go via Shellons Street, and back up, and then having to cross buses to drive up north Middelburg Road.   
Buses from Cheriton Road, need to manoeuvre into position for their bus stop alongside Bouverie Place, it will be hard to do, as they are approaching a straight edged pavement at an angle. 14 buses each hour, jostling for five-seven stops. The hourly bus stands for Nos. 10, 17, 74 were not visible. On the plans, the bus stop on Shellons Street, will be suspended. Where will people board the bus now? 
This council officer stated that no parking places have been lost:  but this morning (Mon.7th April), the notices are on Shellons Street, stating that “Parking is suspended from Thurs. 10th April, until further notice, due to the road changes”. 
Asda customers at the moment, have the nearside lane to access their car park. Buses will be pulling out to make their departure times, and cars will be forced to give way. It will be mayhem. They cannot possibly have done an S.M.P. on these “parks”, because these areas will not meet it. We bus users are tossed away, to trudge up and down a hill, in a wind tunnel. We need bus stops on level surfaces. This is not disabled assessable.      £20 Million down the drain.
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