Go Folkestone Update 

Volunteering: 
Please see the advert for volunteers for our recycling activities every Saturday lunchtime. We need help. 
AND on the last Friday in the month, we meet for litter picking at the top of the Road of Remembrance, fully insured and supplied by Gary and the FHDC team. IT HAPPENS TODAY FRIDAY 28TH MARCH AT 2PM NEAR THE LEAS ARCH, for about 90 minutes. Come along and meet by the van. You can radiate out in whichever direction you decide. For example, if you are also a member of the Bayle Residents’ Association, take your pickers and bag there. 

Don’t forget that Jenny Carter is running a team of volunteers in The Turner School on two mornings per week, 9-9.30am, to read with children who need help. In 15 months, they have raised some reading ages by 9 years. You may contact via the school or info@gofolkestone.org.uk.
News: 

Many will have just seen today that the former Hamlet Hotel in Shakespeare Terrace has planning permission for becoming a Rainbow hostel or HMO for 17 homeless people. Shakespeare Terrace is the street of mainly tall Victorian terraces between The Leas and Sandgate Road, where the cycle shop is on the corner. The Hamlet generally was a rough hotel, except for a brief period of fashion as a Greek restaurant on the ground floor. Rainbow probably need the hostel.

Our next meeting is 6.45pm at The Burlington Hotel in Earls Avenue, on Wednesday 9th April, having moved from the much-appreciated Wards to the very comfortable new venue. 
· We believe there is a serious post implementation review of the Active Travel scheme between Harvey GS and Folkestone Central. Early suggestions from our members include eliminating the short parking bay between Harvey traffic lights and the main traffic lights because it cramps the junction too much. 
· Some things have changed already. The scheme for the former White Lion in Cheriton High Street got voted down in Planning. But it was only on details; something will be agreed. Isn’t it great to see a proper roof on the place, due to the effective pressure of current local councillors, the GF magazine complaints etc. 
· There are positive rumours around The Princess Royal, and indeed around an occupier for Folca. 
· But nothing financially concrete on The Grace Hill Library, although Creative Folkestone is mooted to take over. 
· Nothing conclusive on the Folkestone Sports’ Centre.
The latest on the impending reorganisation of Kent sticks less rigidly with the national guidelines of ‘self-governing’ unitary authorities of around 500,000 people than before. For years, while this was all being discussed in the corridors of power, or of bureaucracy, Ashford was being merged in with Folkestone and East Kent. But now it, including Tenterden etc is likely to join Maidstone in a Central Kent lump. Medway i.e Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham doesn’t stay as it is; it only has 270k people and hasn’t increased as much as some of Kent. Instead, there will probably be a North Kent, not completely London -dominated local authority, of Dartford plus Gravesham/Gravesend plus Medway. West Kent should probably be a unitary authority of rather fewer than the recommended 500k. Some of the implications of this is a little worrying i.e. maybe they will all be comfortably reaching the guideline population of 500,000 people each when all the housebuilding is finished!!!!  But a unitary local authority combining, by say 2028, Folkestone and Hythe, Dover and Deal, Thanet (Ramsgate, Broadstairs and Margate), Swale (Sittingbourne and Faversham) and Canterbury (including Herne Bay and Whitstable) would be logical at least. 
We trust you have received the latest Go Folkestone magazine.   We’re more than happy to supply another copy for potential members if you know anyone who would be happy to join.

